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SIKA PROVIDES THE ROYAL SEAL 
  

As part of a major refurbishment of The Royal Institution of Great Britain, careful 

consideration of how to waterproof the basement was required, critically the threat 

of water ingress had to be eliminated as the basement was to be partly used for 

archive storage. A Grade 4 waterproofing solution was therefore required. Sika 1 

pre-bagged waterproofing provided the perfect product. 

 

A £22 million, two and a half year upgrade, the scheme was designed by           

architects Farrell & Partners and completed by main contractor ISG InteriorExterior 

Plc. An ambitious renovation of a 200 year old Georgian building, the project 

aimed to showcase the Royal Institution of Great Britain as the home of innovative 

and groundbreaking science that is still impacting our lives today.  

 

To ensure the aged basement rooms were 100% watertight, specialist contractor 

Renderseal installed Sika’s renowned waterproofing Solution, Sika 1, on the walls 

and floors. This was complemented with Sika’s SikaDur Combiflex waterproof 

expansion joint at wall and floor junction. 

 

Sika 1 is a complete pre-bagged waterproofing system that incorporates mortars 

and screeds, plus a specially developed admixture. A colloidal silicate liquid, the 

Sika 1 admixture is mixed into the system before the system is applied to the 

substrate. In the event of water ingress, the liquid reacts with the water by turning 

into a jelly-like substance, blocking all gaps and capillaries, and providing an 

impregnable and invisible seal.  
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Ideal for ageing basements, Sika 1 bonds to the substrate. Once applied, it        

essentially becomes one with the structure and eliminates the threat of water 

ingress. 

 

Renderseal installed the Sika 1 system throughout each of the 25 plus basements 

rooms, each located two levels below road level. To complete the waterproofing 

solution, Sika's advanced jointing system, SikaDur Combiflex, was also specified. 

A high performance joint sealing system, it provides proven protection from water 

ingress to all gaps between cracks, joints, panels and walls.  

 

Certified by the British Board of Agrément (BBA), Sika 1 meets the requirements 

of BS 8102 Grades two, three and four, with grade 4 being the highest recognised 

standard of waterproofing protection. On completion of the Sika waterproofing 

works, for additional peace of mind, Renderseal issued a full 10 year insurance 

backed guarantee. 

 

Now complete, the project has created an extra 40% useable space within the 

building, which features a signature day-lit atrium, heritage exhibitions, public 

events, Time & Space café, a bar and a restaurant. 

 

Ends – 
For further information, please contact David Ing at CFA Marketing   
Communications on: 
 
Telephone: 01622 754295 
Mobile: 07802 409484 
Email: david.ing@cfapr.com 

 
Notes to Editors: 
 
Sika Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of Sika AG, a global company based in Switzerland 
specialising in the manufacture and supply of chemical based products for construction and 
industry.  A world-leader in its field Sika has subsidiaries in more than 70 countries, generates 
annual sales of CHF 4.6 billion and is committed to providing quality, service, safety and 
environmental care.  
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In Great Britain, Sika Ltd provides market-leading solutions for flooring, sealing and bonding 
applications, waterproofing, roofing, structural sealing and strengthening and many other 
construction applications. 
 
Sika Limited’s head office is based in Welwyn Garden City at Watchmead, Welwyn Garden City, 
Hertfordshire, AL7 1BQ.  Call 01707 363866, e-mail flooring@uk.sika.com, or visit www.sika.co.uk.  
 
Further press information about Sika and Sarnafil Limited, including an extensive image 
gallery, can be found at the Sika Media Centre – www.sikamarketing.co.uk. 
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